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Dear Beyond 2015 members
As the Beyond 2015 campaign comes to a close we are writing to outline how we believe the legacy of the
campaign can best be protected over the coming years. As was outlined in the independent evaluation of the
campaign, we were successful in many ways and we hope this letter will prove helpful in continuing some of
these successes as Agenda 2030 is implemented.
You can find the evaluation on the Beyond 2015 website, but a key recommendation was that the Executive
Committee need to “anchor the legacy” of the campaign and lay out some guidelines for how we believe this
can be done. We outline these guidelines below in three sections: the national, regional and global levels.
At the national level, it is clear that we have supported smaller and poorer CSOs to engage with a large
international negotiation process. This is particularly true for Southern CSOs. However, it was also clear that for
many, this was only possible with the funds that were mobilised in order to do so. As the focus now shifts to
implementation and accountability, there will be an even greater need for funding to be made available to smaller
and poorer CSOs to play their role.
In order to achieve successes at the national level, Beyond 2015 put significant resources into supporting the
development of national hubs. These hubs were essential in developing coordinated and focused advocacy
positions and strategies, and led to increased accountability to CSOs, and more spaces for collaboration
between civil society and government. This was central to the “pincer movement”, whereby Beyond 2015 was
able to put pressure on national governments as well as their missions to New York – this is critical now, as we
move to using the global level to hold governments accountable for implementation at the national.
Therefore at the national level, the legacy we want to protect includes:





Using global initiatives to create funding opportunities for CSOs
Supporting national hubs to bring CSOs together and coordinate action
Focusing on collective advocacy, especially on securing space for civil society
Using examples and evidence from the national level to inform and guide advocacy at the global
level, including supporting innovative approaches

At the regional level, we encourage global and regional advocacy networks and initiatives to work with emerging
global initiatives in order to ensure that regional perspectives are accounted for in international fora, such as the
High-level Political Forum. A key strategy for the Beyond 2015 campaign was to work with and support existing
regional hubs, in order to strengthen their connection with national, inter-regional and global levels. By working
with these regional partners, Beyond 2015 promoted a globally balanced approach, allowing the campaign to
consider regional priorities and roadmaps in the development of campaign positions. This was supplemented
through support to set up regional advocacy strategies, which were context specific but coherent with both the
national and global levels.
Therefore, at the regional level, the legacy we want to protect includes:




The strengthening and empowerment of existing regional networks and initiatives, rather than
the creation of new ones
The creation of true spaces for inter-regional exchange and learning
Development of regional advocacy strategies, consistent with the national and global levels

At the global level, it is clear that Beyond 2015’s legacy includes a renewed focus on getting the voices of
people affected by marginalisation and poverty into discussions in the UN. Member States were clear that they

supported the refreshing variety of civil society voices that were able to be heard in the rarefied air of the New
York based negotiations. This needs to continue, and without shying away from some of the difficult questions
posed by a continuation of the “major groups” system that currently holds sway in New York. It is important that
space is expanded and more voices added to the global spaces, such as the UN in New York.
The sharing of knowledge and expertise between the global and national levels was an integral part of the
Beyond 2015’s “pincer movement”. The campaign created an environment whereby larger and richer CSOs were
able to partner with and support smaller and poorer CSOs to engage with a complex intergovernmental process,
with the smaller CSOs bringing their rich experience to bear on this process – a win-win situation. This strength
included research programmes like the Participate Research Group, but also conferences like those in Bonn and
Copenhagen. Global meetings need to remain accessible, and deep collaboration between northern and
southern civil society working together as equals must be protected and nurtured.
Therefore, at the global level, the legacy we want to protect includes:





The promotion of voices from marginalised and vulnerable groups in global negotiations
Widening the level and potential of participation beyond the restrictive and unrepresentative
boundaries of the “major groups” and strengthened spaces for other stakeholders
Approaches that allow for information and knowledge to flow from the global to the regional and
national levels, and vice-versa
Innovative approaches, like the PRG, that allow for greater opportunities for collaboration
between northern and southern civil society

We encourage members of Beyond 2015 to develop clear strategies for engaging with the implementation of
Agenda 2030 at the global, regional and national levels. This engagement needs to go beyond that achieved in
the negotiations, as implementation will involve a wider range of actors in every organisation. We encourage
organisations committing to the work in global partnerships and initiatives to plan their engagement in a way that
goes beyond the commitment of individuals – engagement could involve allocating time of communications and
fundraising teams, for example, to contribute to the development of future campaigns and initiatives.
Crucially, all that we have outlined will cost money, time and commitment. We would strongly encourage
members of Beyond 2015 to allocate resources to take up the recommendations of this paper, and to commit
funds to support the development of global initiatives.
Finally, the Executive Committee would like to promote the Together 2030 initiative, whose objectives are in part
designed to address a number of the legacy recommendations we have outlined. If your organisation is not yet
a member, please visit www.together2030.org to find out more and how to join.
In solidarity
The Beyond 2015 Executive Committee
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